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vision

Who we Are

African Context in brief

A self-reliant Africa 
that is democratic, 

peaceful, and 
responsive to the 

rights and development 
needs of its citizens.

Oxfam Pan Africa, we 
are driving citizen 

engagement towards a 
peaceful, democratic 

and self-reliant 
continent. 

According to a 
 
 
  
 
afro-barometer study, 71% of  
Africans support democratic  
governance but only 49% are  
satisfied with their experience 
of democracy.

By     
     
     
     
    
Africa is projected to be home 
to 38 of the 40 youngest 
countries and its median 
population will be under 25 
years old.

of the world’s 
poorest nations are 

located in Africa.

of African states are 
battling one or more forms 

of insecurity in 2018.

of the world’s forced 
migrants are located in 

Africa.

75%

2016 2050

30%

25%



Our Theory of Change
We believe that if communities and citizens are empowered 
to demand and claim for their rights, institutions at all levels 
will be effective and responsive to their mandate in a 
manner that is transparent and accountable. This will 
contribute towards progressive reduction on inequality and 
ensuring a peaceful, democratic and self-reliant Africa.



Our Goals
We envision to contribute to a self-reliant Africa that is democratic, peaceful, and responsive to the 
rights and development needs of its citizens. We will be working with partners and allies to ensure:



OUR FOCUS AREAS (2017-2020) We work with Civil Society Organizations, governments and other 
stakeholders to secure and protect citizens’ engagement spaces, 
enabling government accountability and democratic governance. We 
promote an enabling environment for women and youth to participate 
in decision making processes and act on their potential for Africa’s 
economic growth and reducing political and social strife.

We advocate for inclusive and transparent policies and frameworks 
to ensure that institutional governance is promoting accountability 
and transparency using evidence from our research, proposing 
alternative policies and frameworks as well as influencing at all 
levels. Our multi-thronged program will seek to maximize on
 international partnerships, domestic resource mobilization, 
agriculture and extractive industries.

Our work on gender justice focuses on addressing the contradiction 
between gender and legal provisions in Regional Economic 
Communities, African Union instruments, national legislative 
frameworks and practice in gender laws. We will break down harmful 
cultural and or social norms and transform discriminatory 
institutional settings; as well as secure women’s economic, social 
and political participation.

We have shifted our programming on peace and security to focus more 
on tackling the underlying causes of conflicts in Africa by 
strengthening local leadership, influence, catalyse and support 
adoption of progressive security and related policies at the national 
and regional levels supported by decisions of the AU Peace and 
Security Council (AUPSC). We aim to ensure that citizens voices 
including those at risk or affected by conflicts are shaping peace 
agreements and implementation programmes.



OUR approach We play the role of a facilitator and 
catalyst for change by enabling 
citizens’ movements and organized 
civil society all-over Africa to have 
their own identity and lead change. 
We create regional and continental 
spaces and platforms, form 
alliances and provide technical and 
financial support working with our 
internal stakeholders at national, 
regional, continental and global 
levels. 

Our engagements incorporate 
gender analysis and put women 
at the centre of our influencing. 
We ensure youth are particularly 
empowered and targeted in our 
programmes. 

We work directly with key 
institutions that have been 
identified as the drivers of change 
to ensure that policies and 
programmes are people centered 
and are increasingly accountable 
and transparent to all 
stakeholders. 

We focus on ensuring increased 
reach to the public, building 
citizens’ base and support towards 
championing for pertinent issues in 
their society. Some of the 
advocacy tools include but are not 
limited to: vibrant social media and 
web-based campaigning, 
information sharing, innovative 
mainstream media programmes and 
contests.

Strengthening civil 
society and citizens’ 
engagement:

Prioritizing gender 
justice, women’s
rights and youth: 

Institutional reforms: 

Using innovative 
advocacy tools and 
methodologies: 



We initiated an 
African Civil Society 
Working Group on 
Post-2015 agenda 
to engage in the SDG 
development 
processes 
contributing to 
influencing the 
Common Africa 
Position for Post-2015 
and Africa’s Agenda 
2063.

Through our AU liaison 
office, we played a 
significant role in the 
development of the 
Livingstone Formula and 
Maseru Conclusions, 
providing a framework for
 implementation of Article 
16 of the Partnership on 
Illicit Finance Peace and 
Security Council protocol 
(PSC) to enable interaction 
between CSOs and this 
institution.

We set up the first 
independent body to 
monitor AU decisions at 
national levels, shaping 
the AU agenda. We 
mobilised over 100,000 
citizens in support of 
rights and principles of 
democracy contained in 
AU instruments.

Our research and policy 
briefs have been 
instrumental in 
shaping African Union 
and national policies. 
Our AU Compendium and 
AU Hand Guide are used 
by member states and 
other institutions to 
orient their staff.

Our successes

In facilitating 
effective participation 
of women in large scale 
land-based 
investments, the 
programme published a 
guide to a gender 
sensitive community 
engagement with LSLBI.

Over years, we have 
implemented and 
managed cross-country 
programmes within the 
continent, enabling 
ratification and 
implementation of key 
policies (e.g. Maputo 
Protocol), enabling 
transparency and citizen 
participation in decision 
making processes. We 
have led the 
establishment of the 
CSO-Platform on land that 
now coordinates CSOs 
from more than 27 
countries in engaging with 
the AU on land rights and 
policy issues.
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Contact our offices:
Oxfam AU liaison office

TK Building #2 Bole Airport area
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251 116 611 601
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Email: panafricaprogramme@oxfam.org
Website: https://panafrica.oxfam.org

Twitter: @OxfamPanAfrica
Facebook: OxfamPanAfrica

For collaborations, engagements or comments with Pan Africa Programme, 
please contact us on:

The Atrium- Chaka Road,
P O Box 40680-00100, Nairobi, Kenya;

Tel: +254 20-282-0000
Nairobi, Kenya


